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Creative Economy of the North Shore Celebrated at “Toast”
SALEM, MA- 150 creative individuals and organizations gathered last night at the Hawthorne Hotel for a preview of the new Creative Economy Association of the North Shore (www.ceans.org), to be launched in September. The creative economy consists of people who turn ideas through imagination into products and services- knowledge workers, artists, musicians, architects, multimedia companies, web designers, graphic designers, theater companies, museums, writers, software developers, advertising and public relations firms and more.  

“The purposes of the association are to bring together everyone interested in exploring and expanding the creative economy and to help those individuals and organizations do business together, which encourages creative businesses to locate and grow in this region. We are an active and vibrant creative community,” said Christine Sullivan, Director of the Enterprise Center at Salem State College, and co-organizer of the new association.

The keynote speaker for the evening was worldwide Creative Economy consultant Beate Becker, who explained the concepts underpinning the Creative Economy, using examples of successes around the world. She then illustrated how this amazing collective presence benefits everyone- including the more traditional industries utilize products and services of the Creative Economy.

“We have been stunned by the level of interest and excitement surrounding the creation of this new association,” said Patricia Zaido, Executive Director of the Salem Partnership and co-organizer of the association.  “The creative economy sector in 2003 employed 6000 full time workers and accounted for $1.258 billion in sales revenues on the North Shore. This cluster is imbedded in our region and is a major growth engine for our future.” 

The following companies were recognized for their efforts in organizing last night’s event and furthering this Creative Economy initiative: Beverly Cooperative Bank, The Hawthorne Hotel, Michael Eschelbacher, Esq., Raven Creative, Ditto Editions, BrightWorks, and Administrare.
The Creative Economy Association of the North Shore is open to all interested in exploring and expanding this vital segment of our nation’s economy. Those interested in joining the organizational committee or becoming a member may visit www.ceans.org for more information on how to become involved.
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