Stopping the Clock: A Time to Remember Salem’s Pequot Mill Strike

New Exhibit located at the Enterprise Center at Salem State College

SALEM, MA – The Enterprise Center at Salem State College is pleased to host a new exhibit from July 8 – August 27, entitled “Stopping the Clock: A Time to Remember Salem’s Pequot Mill Strike,” presented by Avi Chomsky of the Salem State College History Department and Jim Haskell of the Salem Harbor Community Development Corporation. The Essex National Heritage Commission is the primary grant sponsor for this exhibit.

The exhibit explores the labor history of the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company, focusing in particular on the long and dramatic strike of 1933. (The Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company was a Pequot mill located on the site currently occupied by Shetland Park.) Close to two thousand workers struck against the "stretch-out" that tried to increase their workload, and to maintain the seniority system. Abandoned by their national union, workers formed a strike committee and found allies in the most unlikely places:  the Communist Party, the ex-mayor of Peabody, a socialist, the local shoe-makers union, the Unitarian church. The story has never been told, and this exhibit is a first step in uncovering it.

“The most thrilling part of this project has been finding people who were actually involved and remember the events I’m researching,” said Avi Chomsky. “I’m especially excited to have been able to get in touch with communist labor leader Anne Burlak’s relatives—who are going to participate in the exhibit opening program. The dramatic reading will bring to life some of the voices and people involved, and we will have wonderful local musicians Jim and Maggi Dalton performing the labor songs the strikers actually sang.”

“Even though I’ve worked in the Point for ten years, I had never heard the story of the Pequot Mills strike,” said Jim Haskell. “As I learned more, I became more fascinated with the courage that those workers had, and I knew it was important that the story be told to a much wider audience.”

“The Essex National Heritage Commission’s mandate is to preserve and enhance the historical, cultural and natural resources of Essex County.  One of our areas of concentration is in the early industrial history of our region. We are particularly happy to have funded this innovate exhibition that focuses on early textile manufacturing—an important part of our history that is rarely discussed,” said Annie Harris, Executive Director of ENHA.  

The exhibit opens on July 8, with a gala opening reception with music, food and dramatic reenactment from 6pm to 9pm. The exhibit will be open July 8 – August 27, Monday – Friday from 8:30am to 5pm. 

For more information, please call (978) 542-6389 or visit www.enterprisectr.org for directions.
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