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Enterprise Center Continues Ask the Expert Program into the New Year

Numerous small businesses on the North Shore take advantage of free business advice

The Enterprise Center at Salem State College (www.enterprisectr.org) announced today that, due to the success of their Ask the Expert program, which was launched in November to provide small businesses with free expert advice, the series will continue into the New Year. 

The Ask the Expert series provides one-on-one consultations every Wednesday with business experts in a variety of areas. Ask the Expert topics include marketing, business loans, legal advice and more. 

“We are very pleased with the response we have received since we launched the program, said Christine Sullivan, Executive Director of the Enterprise Center. “These one-on-one sessions with business experts are extremely valuable, and I’m glad that many people have recognized that and taken advantage of it. We are fortunate to have many experts who are willing to give their time to help us achieve our goal of helping businesses grow.”
The additional sessions include:  

· January 7 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Advancing Community Business.” Take advantage of the financing opportunities available to individuals with low-income, minorities, and female entrepreneurs. Debra Askanese from Salem Harbor CDC will discuss this service and help you gain access to the financing necessary for a thriving business. 

· January 14 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Human Resources for the Small Business Owner.” Does employee management puzzle you? Laurie LaBrie from Integrated Staffing, Inc. will make the pieces fit! She will help you with human resource issues such as benefits management, payroll, employment administration and government compliance. 

-MORE-

· January 21 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Marketing Techniques.” Bring in new business in the new year. Christine Sullivan from Hawthorne Associates will discuss marketing both in print and online through email and other methods.  

· January 28 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Preparing for that Rainy Day.” Both short-term and long-term planning are important for a business. Frank Addonizio, an American Express Financial Advisor will help prepare you for your financial future. 

· February 4 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Creating Your Elevator Pitch.” If you only had 30 seconds to sell your product or service, what would you say? Maureen Corrigan owner of Drop of Ink will show you how to quickly and effectively pitch your business to a large or small audience.
· February 11 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Increasing Your Internet Sales.” Learn how to create strong but personal business relationship via web sites and e-mail. Leighton O’Connor from blueSWIRLS.com will help teach you the right way to compose effective e-mails and design targeted e-mail campaigns.

· February 18 – 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - “Business Loans: What’s Available and Where?” Do you know what your best option if for taking out a business loan? Jim Roll of the Small Business Development Center will help you figure that out.
For more information or to reserve your spot please call Cathy Julien at (978) 542-7528 or visit www.enterprisectr.org. The Enterprise Center is located at 121 Loring Avenue in Salem, Massachusetts. 

###

About The Enterprise Center at Salem State College

The Enterprise Center at Salem State College is both a business incubator where start-up small businesses may lease space in the center’s building and a virtual center for entrepreneurs throughout the North Shore at every stage of business development.  The Enterprise Center manifests the commitment of Salem State College to be a major force in the economic and cultural development of the North Shore in the 21st Century and a “good neighbor” in the City of Salem.  The Center provides small business owners with the knowledge they need to maximize success whether they are just starting, growing, fighting for market share in a tough economy or looking for exit strategies.  The Center helps match business owners with the best advice and resources available, provides programs and conferences, conference facilities and other resources to help owners learn what they need to grow.  The center also sponsors peer groups that owners of non-competing businesses may join to help each other better run their businesses. The Enterprise Center’s offices and leased space are located in South Salem adjacent to the main campus of Salem State College on the former GTE-Sylvania site.  The center can be contacted at 121 Loring Ave, Salem, MA 01970, by phone at 978-542-7528, by fax at 978-542-7061 or visit them at www.enterprisectr.org.

